
THE CAPTAIN SAID, ‘IT 
STAYS!’ ‘But that is not 
fair,’ said the First Mate, 
‘The owners could dismiss 
me.’ The Captain had just 
logged, ‘Today the First 
Mate is drunk.’ Never 
before had this happened, 

but the entry remained. The following day the First Mate 
wrote in the log; ‘Today the Captain is sober.’ An argument 
followed, but in both cases the entry was correct, as well 
as very misleading! A half truth with essential facts left 
out can create more trouble than a whole lie. The political 
system calls it ‘spin’; the Bible says it’s a lie.’ ‘Of course 
I know my words were not exactly straight.’ ‘So they 
were crooked’, retorted the friend. ‘Not exactly,’ was the 
answer. ‘But if a line is not straight, it is crooked,’ said 
the friend, ‘and so were your words. It is better to lose 
with a conscience clean, than win with a trick unfair.’ Any 
manipulation of words to get your own way is not the 
Jesus way for He said, ‘let your 
yes be yes, and your no, no!’

~ David Rodway
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